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WASTE WATER TREATMENT FACILITIES - HOPETOUN 
Motion 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [6.48 pm]:  I move - 

That this house calls on the government to provide adequate waste water treatment facilities to allow 
much needed commercial and residential development to take place in Hopetoun. 

In the short time I have left, I bring to the attention of the house the concerns of a south east coastal town.  It is 
48 kilometres south of Ravensthorpe and 35 kilometres from the Ravensthorpe nickel operation, on the doorstep 
of the biggest laterite open-cut mine in southern Australia.  It is a $2 billion chemistry set that will produce 
nickel hydroxide to be shipped through the port of Esperance through containerisation.  There will be one road 
train an hour on South Coast Highway delivering the nickel hydroxide to the port. 

My motion brings to the attention of the house the concern about the lack of a waste water treatment plant in 
Hopetoun.  That core service facility is needed in the town for the town to develop.  There has been significant 
growth in Hopetoun.  It has grown from a historic little port, a holiday spot and a fishing spot, which some here 
know of, with a population of a couple of hundred people, to a town that will have a population of a thousand 
people or more when the mine comes on stream in early 2008. 

Ravensthorpe Nickel Operations has made a commitment that it will have a residential workforce.  Federal, state 
and local governments are involved, and they have made a commitment that they will work for the best 
advantage of the region.  There is a memorandum of understanding, and it states that a residential workforce will 
be developed, not a fly in, fly out workforce.  Under regional partnerships, roads have been developed using 
federal government moneys.  There are now emergency services, a sea rescue service, an ambulance, a doctor’s 
clinic and a community centre.  BHP Billiton has contributed more than $125 million to the region for an 
airstrip, for the development of roads - that is, both regional roads and passing lanes on South Coast Highway - 
for small business funding, for subsidising home purchases, for child care and for a community consultative 
liaison committee.  The state government has contributed $5.7 million to a new primary school and for some 
shire support, as well as some passing lanes on South Coast Highway.  However, it is the lack of a contribution 
to critical infrastructure in the form of a waste water treatment plant for the town of Hopetoun to develop that I 
am concerned about.  It is significant - 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I cannot take interjections from the member for Albany.  He knows how much time I do not 
have. 

Development of residential and commercial sites has been significantly frustrated by the fact that there is no 
waste water treatment plant.  The Mary Ann Waters estate has been developed over three years as a housing 
development; that is, stages 1, 2 and 3.  It will have 150 residences, with 50 houses per stage.  However, there is 
recent evidence that this number of residences will go to some 200.  Herein lies the problem.  It seems that the 
original plans were to install a holding tank for the sewage and that there would be no waste water treatment 
plant.  The plan was to truck the sewage to Ravensthorpe, some 48 kilometres along the road in two or three 
20 000-litre tankers a day. 
It is interesting that the waste water treatment licence was held by the shire in 2000 and was relinquished to the 
Water Corporation about that time, with the expectation that this plant would actually go ahead.  There is no 
deep sewerage and no waste water treatment plant in Hopetoun, and this is significantly obstructing and 
frustrating development in that town, which is right on the doorstep of a major mining development that will 
come on stream in 2008. 
The treatment plant has been costed.  The cost of the piping for the waste water treatment plant from the lots and 
from the commercial area is about $5 million.  The cost of the treatment plant was initially $5 million.  However, 
the cost of stage 1 is now $15 million.  The plant size would increase over time, so that there would be a second 
stage.  The first stage of the treatment plant and deep water sewerage would cope with the commercial area and 
the existing houses.  The second stage would cope with the Veal Street development, and an increasing 
population over the next 12 to 15 months. 
The argument that I hear against the state government providing this waste water treatment plant is that the 
development became bigger than the government first thought it would be.  The government thought that in fact 
a waste water treatment plant would not be required, so there would be a holding tank, and the sewage would be 
trucked to Ravensthorpe.  At the moment, that has in fact been contracted to the shire until Christmas. 
Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the Mary Ann Waters estate involve more than 200 residences.  It was once thought that 
Ravensthorpe Nickel Operations should contribute to the development of that estate.  As I have said, RNO has 
already contributed significantly to the area; it has contributed more than $125 million.  This waste water 
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treatment plant is a core service that should be provided by the state government in an area which is leaping 
ahead and which will support a much-needed and a much-favoured residential workforce for this booming mine.  
Why would we truck poo 48 kilometres uphill to Ravensthorpe, an area which has infrastructure problems itself 
and which has had to build a third pond to accommodate the effluent from Hopetoun that is trucked up the road? 
The minister will remember the bus tour that we had of Hopetoun when he went down there to launch the 
emergency services vessel.  Mr Tuckey was sitting at the back, I was sitting in the middle and the minister was a 
bit further to the front on the bus tour.  Mr Tuckey asked the minister a question about whether, if the developer 
of the Mary Ann Waters estate had been any developer other than LandCorp, the minister would have imposed 
conditions requiring the provision of a waste water treatment plant for a development of that size.  I remember 
the minister’s response to that question.  I do not know whether the minister remembers it.  The minister said, 
“We didn’t do that because we wanted to keep the prices of the blocks down.”  The blocks in stage 1 of Mary 
Ann Waters came on stream at $45 000.  In stage 3, the cost of a block - the size of the blocks varies - is about 
$150 000.  I believe that the minister’s answer was flawed.  It was false economy.  Who was the major purchaser 
of the 150-plus blocks?  It was BHP Billiton.  I suggest to the minister that if we were brutally honest - I will be 
brutally honest - another $10 000, $20 000 or $30 000 could have been placed on those blocks.  Being brutally 
honest, BHP Billiton would not have blinked.  The government could have written in the conditions for that 
development, and there would be a waste water treatment plant today for that development.  That was false 
economy. 

The president of the Ravensthorpe Chamber of Commerce, Mr Rick Besso, and also Brenda Tilbrook, whom the 
minister knows, asked me whether the minister would agree to a meeting to talk about this important 
development, both residential and commercial.  The commercial sector cannot develop unless there is deep 
sewerage.  The shire places conditions on the development of commercial sites, including the need to have deep 
sewerage.  The consequence of this rate-limiting step in this development is that people will stay away, and 
workers will fly in and fly out, which we do not want.  It was agreed by all of us that the favoured position was 
to have a residential workforce.  It is better for the area.  When mum arrives with dad and the kids, mum will not 
be able to buy a bra downtown because the commercial site does not provide any choice or any variety, and is 
very much restricted.  It will fail to grow unless we provide core services.  I ask that the minister meet Brenda 
Tilbrook. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I have already asked and a meeting has been set up. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  That is 28 November.  I implore the minister to bring that date forward. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Sorry, what date are you talking about? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  The minister is to meet with Brenda and Rick Besso on 28 November.  I suggest, if it is 
possible, that they also meet with the minister and the Premier over this important issue.  It is really important 
that the government grasp the process and the purpose of government, which is to provide core services. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
__________  

 
 


